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Master Plan Education Elements 
 

Meeting Notes 
Friday, August 10, 2018 

 
Participants: Libbie Adams, Wade Broadhead, Jennifer Denmark, Candace Stowell 
 
 
Candace started the meeting with an update on the other focus areas for the Public Schools 
Interest Group.  Two focus papers have been completed so far (Planner’s Role in Education 
Outcomes and Public Schools as Partners: Why Local Governments and School Districts Need 
to Collaborate).  The draft School Choice paper is the next focus paper that will be distributed to 
members for review. 
. 
The goal for this focus area is not only to advocate for Master Plan Education Elements, but to 
also develop a template. 
 
Libbie and Candace researched the Master Plans on APA’s web site to learn if some Master 
Plans are addressing public schools.  Although some Master Plans do go beyond the usual 
discussion and address education issues, many still just address public schools as buildings (as 
part of the Public Facilities Element). 
 
Wade explained that the City of Florence, CO Master Plan included an Education Component.  
It was very crucial to include this.  The City Council is totally on board with this.  There is a very 
good relationship with the school district.  There are youth members on all city commissions.   
 
Candace discussed some of the information about intergovernmental conflicts between school 
districts and local governments.  The Public School Interest Group submitted a proposal with 
the APA Planning and Law Division for the 2019 APA National Conference on this topic.  Wade 
explained that he assumed that schools were exempt from local control.  The school districts 
might need to go through the planning process, but could always ignore local planning and 
zoning.  Wade said this is why it’s so important to have a good relationship with the local school 
district.  In Florence, schools are permitted by right.  The students in Florence built a duplex that 
is being used by school teachers.   
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Wade commented that some schools in Denver are closing due to declining student populations 
and city planners don’t know how to get involved.  Libbie noted that Shannon Jaax has been 
successful in her repurposing work with Kansas City Schools.  Wade said it would be great to 
have Shannon come out to Colorado.  It’s very hard sometimes to reach out to schools. 
Candace mentioned that the Collaboration Paper includes a checklist for local governments as 
well as for school districts.  
 
Libbie noted that in Colorado the developers are charged fees in lieu of land dedication for 
schools and parks as part of the subdivision approval process.  There are no impact fees for 
schools in Colorado. 
 
There was discussion about school marketing issues and concerns with school rating sites (See 
The Problem with “Great Schools.’” )  Wade related his experience with school ratings for the 
Pueblo School District.  Libbie mentioned the Integrated Schools Web site (see the Integrated 
Schools Two Tour Pledge). 
 
Wade stated that it’s difficult for planners to go to education conferences.  Candace commented 
that there are many professional planners who work for school districts.  Jennifer noted there 
are organizations of facility planners that might want to join this interest group.  Jennifer said 
she would send an email to Candace with the names of organizations.   
 
Libbie agreed to work on the introduction section and Wade will work on the “Why Education 
Elements are Needed” section.  Candace will work on the intergovernmental conflicts section. 
 
Candace will post the paper outline on Google docs so that everyone can work on the same 
document. 

 
The working group will reconvene after Labor Day, maybe mid-September. 

	


