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APA PUBLIC SCHOOLS INTEREST GROUP MEETING 
Second Annual Meeting – May 6, 2017 

APA National Conference - New York City 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Persons in attendance:  
1. Melanie Sloan, Co-Chair,  
2. Mathew Palmer, Co-Chair, (By Phone) 
3. Carrie Makarewicz, Ph.D., Co-Chair, (By Phone) 
4. Candace H. Stowell, AICP, Co-Chair (by Phone) 
5. Nija Fountano (By Phone), Graduate Student, UC Berkeley 
6. Deborah Myerson, South Central Indiana Housing Opportunities 
7. Julia Sass Rubin (by phone), Professor, Rutgers University 
8. Ariel Bierbaum (by phone), Professor, Univ. of Maryland 
9. John Anagnost, City of Raleigh, NC City Planning Dept. 
10. John Thomas (by phone), Buffalo, NY 
11. Carl Schueler (by phone), City of Colorado Springs, CO Planning & Community 

Development 
12. Aline Mazeto Roldan, Graduate Student, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
13. David Gattis, APA Liaison to Interest Groups 
14. Gwen Rousseau, City of Bellevue, WA Dept of Planning & Community Development 
15. Samantha Weintraub, Graduate Student, UC Berkeley 
16. Dorothy Le, The Horticultural Society of New York 
17. Andrew Giraldi, New Jersey 
18. Saralee Morrissey, FAICP (by phone), Volusia School District, FL 

Welcome and Introductions 
 
Melanie Sloan welcomed everyone to the second annual meeting of the APA Public Schools 
Interest Group and asked people to introduce themselves. Several people participated by 
phone. 
 
Update on APA Equity and Inclusive Growth Policy Guide  

Candace Stowell provided a brief update on the proposed APA Equity Policy Guide. Both 
Candace and Carrie Makarewicz have been involved in drafting sections on public schools, 
recreation, and community engagement.  The policy guide working paper will be presented to 
the APA Fall Policy Conference in Washington, D.C. 
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ITRE Work in Rockingham, NC 
 
Mathew Palmer, who is a research scholar at the NC State Institute of Transportation 
Research and Education (ITRE), discussed his recent work in Rockingham, NC.   ITRE prepares 
detailed school projections based on the characteristics of specific developments.  Schools 
usually do projections sort of back of the envelope.  This method, which is not data driven, 
does not result in good outcomes.  There is a clustering of schools in some locations and no 
schools in other locations. 
 
In Rockingham, student enrollment has dropped by 4,000 over the last 10 years.  There is only 
40 to 50 percent occupancy at some of the schools.  This has created a several million dollars 
budget shortfall.  So how to consolidate schools?  Which schools should be closed? If left up to 
the political process, inequities could result.  ITRE tries to provide good data and good 
information.  The school district may look at closing six schools.  ITRE has been running an 
optimization model through GIS (Edulog) that includes heat maps showing distance from home 
to school, students within school demographics, Free Reduced Lunch figures, test scores, and 
racial composition.  The analysis can help show schools that maybe are not as efficient.  We 
talk about school siting but on the other end, what schools should be closed?  ITRE partnered 
with all kinds of planners to look at enrollment patterns and to make school closures a data 
driven process. ITRE’s recommendations will help reduce segregation in the school district.  
This also depends on how different factors are weighted.  The School District is very invested 
in diversity and equity and their efforts are leading to decreased segregation. 
 
Draft Planners’ Role Focus Area Paper  
 
Carrie Makarewicz reviewed the status of the interest group.  There are over 100 members in 
the group including professional and academic planners.  Carrie reviewed the six different 
focus areas of the APA Public Schools Interest Group: 
1)Planners Role in Student Education Outcomes  
2) Master Plan Education Elements,  
3) School Facility Planning 
4) School funding 
5) Schools and Neighborhoods  
6) Collaboration, Governance, and Schools Choice 
 
There were originally 8 focus areas, but these were re-organized and consolidated based on 
input from members who attended the first meeting at the APA Conference in Phoenix, AZ. 
 
Carrie discussed the draft focus area paper, The Planners Role in Education Outcomes, which 
documents all the ways planners impact education quality.  How does the urban environment 
affect student outcomes?  We identified several broad categories, such as housing, 
transportation, early childhood development.  We included evidence for each of these areas 
to raise awareness among planners. For each of these issues, we would like to identify 
strategies to improve the health of the neighborhood or address housing issues.  The draft 
paper includes evidence based research. 
 
Recognizing Nija Fountano 
 
The Interest Group received a $250 grant from the APA Divisions Council and used this money 
to provide a stipend to Nija Fountano, a graduate student at UC Berkeley.  Nija was a great 
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help in preparing the Planners Role Focus Paper.  Nija expressed her appreciation for being 
involved with the interest group and working at the intersection of planning and school 
education. 
 
Questions and Comments 
 
Melanie asked David Gattis to provide more information about APA divisions and interest 
groups.  David explained there are three components of APA: 
1)  APA Chapters; 
2)  Student Representatives Council; and 
3) APA Divisions  
 
The APA Divisions are organized around common interests (e.g., transportation, planning and 
law) or scope of work place (e.g., Small Town and Rural Planning, County Planning) or 
population groups (e.g., Planning and Women, Planning in the Black Community, Latinos in 
Planning).  APA divisions are required to have at least 300 members.   
 
There are currently six APA interest groups and some of these interest groups may want to 
become a division. The advantage is that divisions become an official entity and have a seat 
at the table at the APA Divisions Council.  Divisions were given two by-right sessions at the 
APA National Conference.  This by-right sessions status goes away in 2018, however.  No one 
will get a by-right session. Divisions have resources as opposed to interest groups.  There is a 
$25 membership fee for divisions and each division can keep $15 out of the $25 membership 
fee.  The Divisions Council will continue to provide seed money for interest groups.  The 
Divisions Council uses the $10 for grants to Divisions and Interest groups.  You can stay as an 
interest group. David is the liaison to the interest groups along with some other Division 
Chairs. 
 
What is the vision, where does the Interest Group want to go in APA?  Candace commented 
that the interest group is advocating for awareness of public schools and dealing with public 
schools in a more comprehensive manner.  Eventually, the interest group would like to 
publish a PAS Report. 
 
Deborah Myerson commented that charters are a huge issue in Indiana.  How much of the 
discussion has included this issue?  How do you see the privatization of public schools as an 
issue that needs to be addressed by the planning profession?  Carrie responded by noting that 
this is the public schools interest group, not the schools interest group.  We see the 
privatization aspect has having effects on neighborhood improvements and transportation 
access.  This will be addressed in the Governance Focus Area.  Are there good practices out 
there where cities are working with planners on these choice issues?  Everybody is on their 
own right now, so we hope the interest group will share strategies.   
 
Ariel Bierbaum added that there is not enough empirical work about school choice in terms of 
funding and neighborhood impacts.  Ariel stated that her goal is to build empirical work to 
inform planners.  It helps her to listen to planning practitioners to hear about the challenges.   
 
Julia Sass Rubin noted that Rutgers University is hosting a conference on the intersection of 
education reform and social justice and community development issues.   
 
  



 
 

	

APA PUBLIC SCHOOLS INTEREST GROUP	 	 	 	 Second Annual Meeting - May 6, 2017	
	
4	

The attendees also discussed the following topics related to the planners’ role in education: 
• TOD and schools, are there opportunities to link these? 
• Community Engagement and Public Schools 
• Youth as Planners 
• APA Tools for bringing planning into schools 
• Community values  
• Take interest group findings to youth in schools 
• Reach out to school administrators to join the group 
• No Small Plans Graphic Novel that shows youth their role in cities and planning 
• Segregation and land use and equity 

There was discussion about education reform and how the Interest Group should approach 
this.  We want to look at new thoughts on improving public education and linking planning 
with common core education requirements and opportunities. 
 
Saralee Morrissey noted the importance of practitioners working with academics. Saralee 
stated there is a sense of urgency in some states concerning the future of public education.  
Mathew commented that he is working with Ruth Steiner in Florida in order to bring 
academics and practitioners together.   
 
The APA Public Schools Interest Group will consider hosting a fair or reception at the next APA 
National Conference to gain more interest and participation. 
 
The second annual meeting of the APA Public Schools Interest Group ended at approximately 
6:30 pm ET 
 
 
 


